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                                                               Media Release 

For Immediate Release 

March 21, 2017 
 

Minister of Education approves construction of a replacement for the  

Grande Prairie Composite High School 

 
 
GRANDE PRAIRIE, AB – The Grande Prairie Public School District is extremely pleased to share that 
this morning the Minister of Education, the Honourable David Eggen, announced the approval of a 
replacement for the Grande Prairie Composite High School.  Minister Eggen’s announcement occurred 
at a press conference held at Woodhaven Middle School in Spruce Grove, Alberta at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Details specific to the GPCHS project are not yet known, however District staff are ready and excited to 
begin working with Alberta Education and Alberta Infrastructure to begin the planning required to open this 
school.  
 
Board Chair, Mr. John Lehners, noted that: “We are excited that our provincial government has turned a 
need of ours into a solution.  The future is bright and the opportunities are endless and we look forward 
to forging ahead.” 
 
Superintendent of Schools, Mr. Sandy McDonald shared: “This announcement is positive for our District 
and our students.  The Grande Prairie Composite High School has a long history of providing Grande 
Prairie students an excellent education and the opportunity to take a diverse range of courses. We are 
grateful to the Minister of Education and his staff for the support they have provided our District as we 
have worked together to address our needs at the school and to work towards this day.” 

 
Mr. Dennis Vobeyda, principal of the Grande Prairie Composite High School, shared:  “We are excited for 
the students, families and staff that have waited for this announcement.  We look forward to building 
learning partnerships within the community along with developing new and lasting traditions.  Our school 
community is ready to embark on this new challenge.” 

 
About the Grande Prairie Composite High School Project:  Addressing District needs at the Grande 
Prairie Composite High School has been a priority in the District’s Capital Plan for several years.  Alberta 
Education staff have provided significant support to GPPSD during recent years, and as a result, the 
planning and construction process should be able to begin as soon as possible.  Construction of a 
projected two-story replacement for GPCHS will take place on the vacant lot to the southwest of the 
existing school. 
 
GPPSD Board and Administration are talking with the City of Grande Prairie and other partners for the 
purpose of identifying possible partnerships that may enhance this construction project and create 
possibilities for redevelopment of the existing school/site to benefit both the District and the Community of 
Grande Prairie. 
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About Grande Prairie Public School District (GPPSD): The Grande Prairie Public School District is a 
learning community in the city of Grande Prairie responsible for the education of over 8,000 students. The 
Grande Prairie Public School District is proud to provide a variety of Preschool, French Immersion, 
Montessori, Christian Education, sports-focused and International Baccalaureate programs catering to 
students and parents of the Grande Prairie community. Growing from 15 schools to 18 schools in 
September 2017, the District serves students from Preschool through Grade 12 and believes in creating a 
nurturing environment where “Every Student Succeeds.” For more information, please visit 
www.gppsd.ab.ca and follow GPPSD2357 on Facebook and Twitter. 
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